The Tragedie of Hamlet 

Enter Kwg and 'Polonius. 

King. Loue, his affeftions doe not that way tend. 

Nor what he fpake, though it lackt forme a little. 

Was not like madnes,, there’s fomething in his foule 
Ore which his melancholy fits on brood. 

And I doe doubt, the hatch and the difclofe 
VVillbefome danger*, which for to preuenr, 

1 hauc in quick determination 

Thus fet it downe •• he fhall with fpeede to England, 

For the demaund ofour neglected tribute. 

Haply the feas, and countries different. 

With variable obi efts, (hall cxpell 
This fomething fetled matter in his hart, 

Whereon hisbraines Hill beating 
Puts him thus from fafhion off limfelfc. 

What thinkc you on’t ? 

Pel. It fhall doe well. 

But yet doe I belicue the origin andcomencemcnt ofhisgrecfc, 
Sprung from ncglefted loue : How now Opbeltal 
You neede not tell vs what Lord Hamlet l aid, 

We hcardit all : my Lord, doe as you pleafe. 

But ifyou hold it fit, after the play. 

Let his Qucenc-mother all alone intreate him 
To (how his griefe, let her be round with him. 

And He be plac’d (fo pleafe you) in the care 
Of all their conference, if (he find him not, 

T o England fend him : or confine him where 
Y our wifedome befl fhall thinke. 

King. It fliall be fo, 

Madnes in great ones mufl not vnmatcht goe. Exeunt. 

Enter Hamlet , and three of the Players. 

Ham. Speake the fpeech I pray you as I pronoun’d it to you, irip' 
pingly on the tongue, but if you mouth it as many of our Players do, 
I had as hue (he towne cryer fpoke my lines, nor doe notfaw the ayit 
too much with your hand thus, but vife all gently , for in the very tor- 
ment tempefl, and as I may fay, whirlwind of your paflion, youmufl 
acquire and beget a temperance , that may giue it fmoothncfie> oil 
offends race to the foule, to hcarc a robuftious perwig-pated fellowt 
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Prince of Denmarhe. 

.... a paflion to totters, to very rags, to fplect the care? of the ground- 
‘ P vvho for the mod part arc capable of nothing but mexplica- 

I letlumbe fliowes, and noyfc : I would haue fitch a fellow wh.pt for 
ole dooing Termagant, it out Hcrods Herod, pray you auoyde it. 

tv layer. I warrant your honour. 

Jhet. Be not too tame neither, but let yourowne difcretion be 
vour tutor, fine the aftion to the word, the word to the aftion , with 
dVisfpec.all obferuancc, that you ore-fleppe not the model. cofna- 
uc -For any thing foore-doone.is/rom the purpofc of playing, 

whofe end both at the firfl, and novvc, was and is , to holac as twere 
the Mirrour vp to nature, to fliew vertue her feature *, fcorne her own 
" and the very age and body of the time h.s forme and preflure: 

Now this oucr-done, or come tard.e off, though it makes the vnsk.l- 
full lauoh, cannot but make the mdicious grecue, the cenfore of 
which one, muff in your allowance ore-weigh a wholejheater of o- 
thers. O there be Players that I haue feene play , and heard others 
prayfd.and that highly , not to fpcake it prophanely , that neither ha- 
ving th’acccnt of Chriflians, nor the gate of Chriflian , Pagan, nor 
man, haue fo ftrutted 5c bellowed, that I haue thought fome of Na- 
tures Iornimen had made men, and not made them well , they imita- 
ted humanitiefoabhorninably. 

•Player. 1 Hope we haue reform’d that indifferently with vs. 

Ham. O reforme it a!togethcr,and let thofc that play your clownes 

fpeake no more then is fet downe for them, for there be of them that 

wil ihemfelues laugh, to fet on fome quantiticof barrainc fpeftators 
to !au°h to, though in the meane time, fome neccUary queflionot 
the play be thenro be confidercd, that’s villanous, and fhewes a molt 
pittifull ambition in the foole that vfes it : goe make you readic. How 




Enter Pdjfa"*, (juyldenfterne, & Pofencraus. 
Pol. And the Queehe toi and that prefently. 

Ham. Bid the Playerswakc hafl. Will you two help to 
Rof. I mv Lord. Exeunt they two. 

Ham , What howe, Horatio. Enter Horatio. 

Hora. Heere fweet Lord, at your feruicc. 

Ham. Horatio, thou art een as iuff a man 
iS-ere roy conuerfation copt vvhhall. 

Hor. O my deere Lord. 


haftenthe. 


Ham. Nay 



